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97TH ANNIVERSARY OF AFGHANI-

STAN INDEPENDENCE DAY 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as Co- 
Chair of the Congressional Caucus on Afghan-
istan, I rise to congratulate and extend best 
wishes to the people and Government of Af-
ghanistan on the 97th anniversary of their 
independence. 

It was 97 years ago, on August 19, 1919, 
that King Amanullah Khan declared Afghani-
stan’s independence from the British Empire. 

Afghanistan has faced many challenges for 
almost a century since its independence but 
through the perseverance and resilience of its 
people and their leaders, Afghanistan has 
forged strong relationships with the inter-
national community and with its neighbors. 

In celebrating the 97th anniversary of Af-
ghanistan’s National Independence Day, I say 
to the people of Afghanistan that you have a 
friend and partner in the United States as you 
work to build a better future for your children 
and grandchildren. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MR. 
WILLIAM GARTH, SR. 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, Mr. William Garth, Sr. is the Chairman of 
the Chicago Citizen Newspaper Group Inc., 
Garthco, Inc. and founder/chairman of the 
QBG Foundation as well as chairman of the 
Chatham Business Association. Mr. Garth is 
the guiding force behind what is known as the 
largest Black-owned ABC audited newspaper 
in America. There is no other respected audit 
better than ABC. 

Having started with the Chicago Citizen 
Newspaper in 1969 as an advertising sales 
representative under the leadership of former 
Congressman Gus Savage, Garth purchased 
the Chatham Citizen, Southend Citizen and 
Chicago Weekend in 1980. He later added the 
South Suburban and the Hyde Park editions, 
and founded Garthco Publications, which also 
published PUSH Magazine, a bi-monthly na-
tional publication for the Operation PUSH or-
ganization. With Chicago’s population being 
nearly 50 percent Black, the Chicago Citizen 
Newspaper has effectively reached this market 
with its total circulation of 121,000 and weekly 
readership of over 400,000. The circulation 
areas cover Chicago’s South and West sides 
as well as the South Suburbs. 

As a tribute to his business acumen, Garth 
became the first Black person to be elected 
President of the Illinois Press Association 
(IPA). The IPA is the state’s largest news-
paper association and the office trade organi-
zation for Illinois’ weekly and daily news-
papers. Garth is the second Black person in 
the nation elected president of a statewide 
press association. He currently sits on the 
Board of the Government Affairs Committee, 
of the Illinois Press Association and has 
served as a board member for more than 15 

years. In addition, he was elected a stock-
holder in the Cook County South Suburban 
Publishers Association and in 2009, was elect-
ed to become Chairman of the Cook County 
Publishers Association for 2010. His business 
savvy and knowledge in the publishing indus-
try allowed him to also serve as a board mem-
ber of the Midwest Black Publishers Associa-
tion. 

In December 1998, Garth received the 
honor of being appointed to Governor-elect 
George Ryan’s Transition Team and was later 
appointed to the Board of Directors for the Illi-
nois Inauguration 1998, Inc. In 1995, Garth 
founded the Quentis Bernard Garth Founda-
tion, the benevolent arm of the Chicago Cit-
izen Newspaper, in memory of his youngest 
son Quentis B. Garth, and is currently the 
chairman. The QBG Foundation provides 
scholarships to disenfranchised, inner city 
youths in the Chicagoland area. To date, the 
foundation has helped over 50 students and 
has disbursed over $1.5 million in scholarship 
awards. 

As chairman of the Chatham Business As-
sociation, Garth leads the organization in cre-
ating opportunities, inroads and programs to 
benefit and ensure the prosperity, economic 
strength and excellence of all businesses in 
the Chatham area and its surrounding commu-
nities. 

A dedicated activist and leader in the busi-
ness community, Garth maintains member-
ships and positions with several business or-
ganizations. He is the former president of the 
Midwest Region III of the National Newspaper 
Publishers Association (NNPA), Region III Ad-
vertising Representative with the NNPA, Tran-
sition Team for IDOT—Dan Ryan Project, 
board member of the Rainbow/PUSH Coali-
tion, a life-time member of the NAACP and a 
member of the Chatham Lions Club. Garth 
has been the recipient of numerous local and 
national awards and honors; one of such hon-
ors bestowed upon him was to carry the torch 
in Chicago during the 2002 Olympic Torch 
Relay. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, on September 20, 
2016, I was away from the Capitol and was 
unable to vote on any legislative measures on 
this date. 

On Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass, 
as Amended, H.R. 670, the Special Needs 
Trust Fairness and Medicaid Improvement Act, 
Roll Call Vote Number 521, had I been 
present I would have voted yes. 

On Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass 
H.R. 5785, Roll Call Vote Number 522, had I 
been present I would have voted yes. 

On Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass 
H.R. 5690, the GAO Access and Oversight 
Act, Roll Call Vote Number 523, had I been 
present I would have voted yes. 

COMMITTEE DEPATURE OF 
CAROLINE LYNCH 

HON. BOB GOODLATTE 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of 
Ranking Member JOHN CONYERS and myself, 
I rise in recognition of the Chief Counsel of the 
Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland 
Security and Investigations, Caroline Lynch, to 
bid her farewell as she leaves the House Judi-
ciary Committee. 

Effective House staff is indispensable. And 
such a description is certainly fitting for Caro-
line. Every action she takes as Chief Counsel 
proves her unwavering commitment to con-
servative principles and to the rule of law. 

But after 15 years working on Capitol Hill, 
Caroline has decided to move back to her 
home state of Arizona to be close to her fam-
ily, and to pursue the next steps in her career. 
Needless to say, we are very sad to see her 
go. 

After graduating from law school at Arizona 
State University, Caroline came to Wash-
ington, D.C., to work for Congressman John 
Shadegg from Arizona. She served both in his 
personal office and for him as Chief Counsel 
of the House Republican Policy Committee. 

In 2006 Caroline began as a Counsel on the 
Judiciary Committee’s Crime Subcommittee, 
and it was quickly apparent that she had 
found her calling. 

In 2008 Caroline became Chief Counsel of 
the Subcommittee. At the Committee, Caroline 
has had an enormous impact on the reform of 
our criminal and national security laws. In fact, 
few people in Washington have done as much 
to promote the safety of our communities. 

Caroline has overseen the drafting, negotia-
tion, and passage of critical legislation regard-
ing the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act, 
the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 
and the most sweeping set of reforms to gov-
ernment surveillance practices in nearly 40 
years—the USA Freedom Act, among many 
other priority legislative initiatives. 

Aside from that, she manages a Sub-
committee staff that works on some of the 
most important topics in the country—from 
oversight of many of the federal law enforce-
ment agencies, to issues such as criminal jus-
tice reform, child exploitation, cybersecurity, 
human trafficking and encryption. 

Anyone who has met Caroline knows she is 
an immensely intelligent, hardworking, loyal 
and discerning Chief Counsel. And of course, 
those people she has negotiated with have 
found her to be a skillful and formidable but 
fair advocate. 

Evidence of her dedication and influence as 
Chief Counsel can be seen by what some of 
her colleagues and former bosses have to say 
about her. 

Former Judiciary Committee Chairman 
LAMAR SMITH says, ‘‘Caroline is a good person 
and a very knowledgeable attorney. As chief 
counsel of the Crime Subcommittee, she has 
been a dedicated, conscientious, and hard- 
working public servant. She has had a major 
influence on crime legislation and on keeping 
Americans safe and secure. Her wonderful at-
titude, legal expertise, and commitment to 
good government will be missed greatly.’’ 

Judiciary Committee Chief of Staff and Gen-
eral Counsel Shelley Husband says, ‘‘When I 
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first met Caroline, I was immediately struck by 
her intelligence, unparalleled grasp of criminal 
law, leadership ability and confidence, all at-
tributes that I admire. Since that time, I have 
come to know Caroline’s other virtues. In addi-
tion to being a brilliant lawyer, Caroline is im-
mensely loyal, compassionate, honest and 
fair. And for that, she has earned my respect 
and affection. I am grateful every day that we 
are on the same side and if I’m going to be 
in the trenches on any issue, I want Caroline 
Lynch beside me.’’ 

And Deputy Chief of Staff and Chief Coun-
sel Branden Ritchie says, ‘‘Caroline’s exper-
tise in criminal and national security laws and 
her ability to achieve legislative victories are 
apparent to all who work with her. She is 
also—without question—a natural leader. But 
what I have come to admire and respect most 
about Caroline is that she truly cares for and 
nurtures those she leads, she is loyal to those 
she serves, and she is a truth teller who is 
dedicated to doing what is right.’’ 

Former Judiciary Committee Staff Director 
Joseph Gibson says, ‘‘Caroline is an out-
standing lawyer who knows her stuff and 
works tirelessly to get the policy right. She will 
be greatly missed.’’ 

And another Former Judiciary Committee 
Staff Director Richard Hertling says, ‘‘Few 
staffers are indispensable and irreplaceable, 
but Caroline comes as close as any I know. 
She reflects the very best among us. She 
knows both the law and the facts, and she 
takes the time to understand the real-world ef-
fects of everything she does. The country is 
better off for her service.’’ 

George Fishman, Chief Counsel of the Sub-
committee on Immigration and Border Secu-
rity, says ‘‘Caroline cares so much about the 
job she is doing—keeping the American peo-
ple safe and preserving our Constitutional lib-
erties. Through her tireless work, Caroline’s 
imprint is all over our nation’s criminal stat-
utes. She is the quintessential congressional 
staffer—dedicated, caring, knowledgeable, a 
fierce advocate for her Member or Committee 
and yet respected by all.’’ 

And Paul Taylor, Chief Counsel of the Sub-
committee on Constitution and Civil Justice 
says, ‘‘Caroline is so dynamic, I’ve often 
thought there was both a Crime Subcommittee 
and a Caroline Subcommittee.’’ 

Daniel Flores, Chief Counsel of the Regu-
latory Reform, Commercial and Antitrust Law 
Subcommittee says, ‘‘Caroline created a 
brighter world for all of her colleagues on 
Committee, and a safer world for all Ameri-
cans.’’ 

And Joe Keeley, Chief Counsel of the Sub-
committee on Courts Intellectual Property and 
the Internet, says ‘‘The Judiciary Committee 
needs staff who understand the big picture 
and have an attention to detail while balancing 
numerous interests and priorities. Since Caro-
line so exceeded these requirements, her de-
parture will leave very big shoes to fill. She 
will be missed by all.’’ 

Andrea Loving, Deputy Chief Counsel of the 
Immigration Subcommittee, says, ‘‘Caroline’s 
vast knowledge of criminal and national secu-
rity law and policy commands a respect like 
none other I have seen on Capitol Hill. Her 
departure is truly a loss for America.’’ 

Even Caroline’s colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle recognize her expertise and 
are sad to see her leave Capitol Hill. 

Perry Apelbaum, the Committee’s Minority 
Staff Director and Chief Counsel says, ‘‘I and 

our staff have very much enjoyed working with 
Caroline over the years. She has always been 
a great partner in accomplishing important 
work for our country. We will miss her and 
wish her the best.’’ 

Bobby Vassar, former Democrat Chief 
Counsel of the Crime Subcommittee says ‘‘As 
a Chief Counsel for almost 20 years, I had the 
opportunity to work with several Republican 
Chief Crime Counsels. Caroline was the best 
‘enemy’ I ever had. We often had diametrically 
opposed views to represent on some of the 
most controversial and contentious issues in 
the Congress, but were able to do so in a spir-
it of mutual respect that allowed us to dis-
agree, vehemently at times, without being dis-
agreeable.’’ 

And Minority Oversight Counsel Aaron Hiller 
says, ‘‘In any project that involves protecting 
the country, its people, or the prerogatives of 
this Committee, there is no one—and I mean 
no one—whom I would rather have on my 
team than Caroline Lynch. We will miss her 
very much.’’ 

Joe Graupensperger, Minority Chief Counsel 
for Crime and Criminal Justice, says, ‘‘The 
Crime staff on both sides of the aisle have 
worked together closely over the years to 
achieve many bipartisan successes, and Caro-
line was critical to each one of them. We have 
appreciated Caroline’s openness and 
collegiality with her Democratic counterparts. 
She is a great lawyer, a strong advocate for 
making our nation safer, and will always be a 
valued friend.’’ 

Of course, Caroline’s team at the Sub-
committee know her to be a determined leader 
and a steadfast friend. 

Bobby Parmiter says, ‘‘Caroline is the defini-
tion of a ‘foxhole’ person—exceptionally tal-
ented, dedicated, and tough. It is no exag-
geration to say the American people are safer 
today than they would be had she not been 
doing this job over the past decade.’’ 

Chris Grieco says, ‘‘A tireless and dogged 
lawyer who has undoubtedly made the country 
a safer and more secure place because of her 
unparalleled knowledge of law enforcement 
and national security issues and her unwaver-
ing commitment to getting it right regardless of 
politics.’’ 

Ryan Breitenbach says, ‘‘Caroline is a dedi-
cated public servant and Hill survivor, and one 
of the best bosses anyone can ask for. She is 
smart and nice, which in my opinion is the 
hopeful combination of any leader. Her love of 
her family draws her home, but not before she 
had given all she could to crafting our coun-
try’s criminal and national security laws.’’ 

And Jason Cervenak says, ‘‘I met Caroline 
on her very first day working on the Judiciary 
Committee. In walked this petite red head with 
a smile from ear to ear and an infectious 
laugh. I immediately thought ‘she’s going to 
get eaten alive.’ Well, I think we all know I 
couldn’t have been more wrong.’’ 

We have appreciated Caroline’s deep 
knowledge of criminal laws, the strength of her 
convictions, and her courage to speak the 
truth in a place where it is rarely convenient to 
do so. 

We will miss Caroline immensely. We wish 
her well in her new endeavors and we thank 
her for her years of dedicated service to this 
Committee, the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, and the American people. 

HONORING LAUREL CALL 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Laurel Call for her service as a 
member of the Congressional Award Board of 
Directors. 

The United States Congress established the 
Congressional Award in 1979 to recognize ini-
tiative, achievement, and service in young 
people. It began as a bipartisan effort in both 
the United States Senate and the House of 
Representatives. The original bill was spon-
sored by the late Senator Malcolm Wallop of 
Wyoming and the late Congressman James 
Howard of New Jersey. Originally signed into 
law by President Jimmy Carter, the legislation 
(Public Law 96–114) established the Congres-
sional Award as a public-private partnership, 
which receives all funding from the private 
sector. Every president since, both Democratic 
and Republican, have signed legislation to 
continue the program. 

The Congressional Award Board of Direc-
tors is comprised of 48 members and supports 
the work of the foundation by providing mis-
sion-based leadership and strategic govern-
ance. Every member of the Board serves as 
a volunteer to help make the program a na-
tional opportunity available in every congres-
sional district. 

During this past year, over 40,000 partici-
pants from all 50 states were actively working 
toward earning a Congressional Award and 
5,000 new participants enrolled in the pro-
gram. Since its inception, over 7 million hours 
of service have been contributed to commu-
nities nationwide. 

The example set by Laurel is one we all 
should strive for. Her willingness to serve her 
community and our nation’s young people sets 
her apart as an outstanding individual, and I 
have been honored to serve alongside of her 
as Leader PELOSI’s congressional appointee to 
the Board. I ask that all of my colleagues in 
the House of Representatives join me in 
thanking Laurel for her service and wishing 
her nothing but continued success. 

f 

IN MEMORIAM—HON. CAROLYN S. 
ALLEN, 1937–2016 

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and legacy of Arizona State 
Senator Carolyn Allen. Carolyn was born in 
Missouri but quickly grew to love Arizona in 
the warmer winter months with her husband, 
Jack. Carolyn became active in our community 
and was soon serving on local boards and 
commissions in the arts and in politics. 

Prior to her first election to the AZ House of 
Representatives in 1994, she was Develop-
ment Director of the Frank Lloyd Wright Foun-
dation and the Scottsdale Cultural Council. 
She served as Executive Director (and later 
President of the Board) of the Scottsdale Arts 
Center Association. 

While serving 8 years in the AZ House, she 
was House Majority Leader as well as Chair-
man of the Health Committee and sponsored 
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